Petition to the New York Annual Conference, 2005

In accordance with the instructions for preparation of petitions, the following is submitted for action by the

New York Annual Conference, 2005

The Church’s call to unified action affirming full inclusivity

WHEREAS, the United Methodist Church’s Book of Discipline affirms that “sexuality is God’s good gift to all persons”;
 that “persons may be fully human only when that gift is acknowledged and affirmed by themselves, the church and society”; 
 that “[h]omosexual persons no less than heterosexual persons are individuals of sacred worth”;
 and that “[c]ertain basic human rights and civil liberties are due all persons. We are committed to supporting those rights and liberties for homosexual persons. We see a clear issue of simple justice…” in claims involving “equal protection of the law”;
 and 

WHEREAS, God’s love is radically inclusive of all people; the example of Christ’s ministry makes clear the challenge to the church to reject prevailing prejudice and defy discriminatory social conventions—for instance, through Christ’s equal treatment and inclusion in God’s community of the poor, women, Samaritans, Romans, tax collectors and lepers; the letters of Paul make equally clear the radical egalitarianism of Christ’s Gospel—for instance, when Paul says “there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus”;
 and the leadership of the Black church in the Civil Rights Movement reminds us once again of the church’s call to be, in the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s words, “not merely a thermometer that record[s] the ideas and principles of popular opinion…[but] a thermostat that transform[s] the mores of society”;
 and 

WHEREAS, the Book of Discipline’s assertion that “the practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching”
 is unfounded in Scripture,
 unsupported by the lessons of the Gospel and indeed, itself incompatible with Christian teaching; the Book of Discipline’s exclusion of “self-avowed practicing homosexuals” from ministry
 and its prohibition against “celebrat[ing] homosexual unions”
 are unjust discriminatory rules discordant with the law of God; and

WHEREAS, the New York Annual Conference voted in 1987 to declare itself a reconciling conference and urged each local congregation in the conference to consider becoming a reconciling congregation; NYAC has a long tradition of support for the genuine, full inclusivity of lesbians and gay men in the UMC, including passage of petition language that says the conference “affirm[s] the full participation of lesbians and gay men in the life of this annual conference”;

WHEREAS, the church in every age is called on to resist injustice and to proclaim the good news of God’s unconditional love and forgiveness to all even in the face of opposition or repression; that in the words of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., “one has a moral responsibility to disobey unjust laws”;
 and that civil disobedience against discriminatory laws has a long and honorable history in U.S. and world history and also in the history of the Christian church at its best,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York Annual Conference and its constituent churches and officials commit themselves to a course of civil disobedience against the discriminatory exclusions and sanctions set forth in the Book of Discipline with regard to lesbians and gay men; that specifically, NYAC officials and members refuse to bring charges under Paragraph 2702.1 against clergy who are “self-avowed practicing homosexuals” or who “celebrate homosexual unions”; NYAC officials and members refuse to comply with Paragraph 304.3’s direction that “self-avowed practicing homosexuals are not to be certified as candidates, ordained as ministers, or appointed to serve in the United Methodist Church”; and that NYAC explicitly welcomes the celebration of “homosexual unions” in defiance of Paragraph 341.6. 

Approved by unanimous vote of Park Slope United Methodist Church Council on March 10, 2005
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